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29 of these cases, which he had treated by forcible and prolonged taxis; and he came to the conclusion that this was a useful means during the first twentyfour or forty-eight hours of strangulation. In the present paper he furnishes an account of his operations, and of those cases of omental hernia in which he has resorted to temporization.
Results of the Operations.?These have been 51 in number ? viz., 19 (17 males and 2 females) for inguinal hernia, with 9 recoveries and 10 deaths; 31 (25 females and 6 males) for femoral hernia, with 23 recoveries and 8 deaths; and 1 male with umbilical hernia, who died. Two of the women who recovered after the operation for femoral hernia did so with artificial anus, this having spontaneously healed in one of them. The greater mortality after operation for inguinal hernia was balanced in the sum total of the cases by the success of the taxis in inguinal hernia, the number of recoveries in a given number of cases of each description of hernia being almost alike in the two varieties.
The conclusion to be drawn from these cases is, that the result of the operation is to be more apprehended, while the taxis is more advantageous in inguinal than in femoral hernia. The influence of the duration of the strangulation is seen in the following figures. In inguinal hernia, before the fiftieth hour of strangulation there were 6 recoveries to 3 deaths, and after that period 3 recoveries to 7 deaths; and in femoral hernia, 11 recoveries to 2 deaths before the fiftieth hour, and 12 recoveries to 6 deaths after it; giving for the two 17 recoveries to 5 deaths prior to the fiftieth hour, and 15 recoveries to 13 deaths subsequent to it. With respect to the influence of the 'age of the patient on the result, M. Gosselin goes also into details, from which it seems, that in his cases this did not exert a material effect prior to the age of seventy. At all ages it was the duration of the strangulation which determined the relative mortality. Among the 51 cases operated upon, in 7 the intestine was found more or less gangrenous or perforated at the point of strangulation.
One of these was an umbilical hernia, and the others were femoral hernise> four of the patients dying. In 3 cases the sac contained only a partial noose of intestine. Thus, the conclusion may be drawn that the taxis may be justifiably employed at a later period in inguinal than in femoral hernia, and especially when this last from its small size may be supposed to contain only part of a noose of intestine. (Amer. Journ. of Med. Science, July, p. G5.) In this paper Dr. Brainard describes another case of spina bifida which he has treated with iodine. It occurred in the person of a healthy girl, three years old. The tumour over the sacrum was eight inches in circumference at its base, and about two and a half inches in height, conical, translucent, elastic, and covered with healthy skin, except at its lower part, where it was discoloured like the vestige of a mevus. Six ounces of fluid were drawn off, and the opening in the spine being closed by the thumb, half an ounce of solution of iodine (iod. 5 grs., iod. pot. 15 grs., water 1 oz.), at the temperature of the body, was thrown in, and after a few seconds allowed to flow out again. The iodine was washed out by means of tepid water, and then two ounces of the fluid first drawn out, and kept at its original temperature, was thrown in. This was on November 10, and on the 17th the tumour having become tense, was tapped, and six ounces of slightly turbid fluid were removed. Compression was applied by means of a truss having compresses of fine linen in its centre, so as to press the skin into the opening of the spine. The tumour continued to diminish in size, and its contents became semi-solid. By the 31st December, the skin at the centre had become adherent to the opening, which was closed, a little fulness around the base at the upper part alone marking the vestige of the tumour. The report comes down to February 10, when no tendency to return had exhibited itself, and the truss had been left off for some weeks. 
